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This program has been produced and published by The Workshops Rail Museum, North Street, North Ipswich,  Qld, Australia 4305. 
 
 
The Museum’s Vision Statement is:  

to be recognised as a creative, innovative and exciting journey of discovery into Australia’s rail story. 
 
The Mission Statement is: 

to harness the significance of the Workshops precinct by delivering international standard cultural and tourism related 
activities, education and public programs associated with the interaction of rail on people’s lives. 

 
 
Education Programs produced by The Workshops Rail Museum whether in hard copy or accessed from the Museum’s internet web site 
are able to be reproduced and used by educational and like institutions for educational purposes free of charge.  Programs cannot be 
reproduced or used for commercial purposes in any form.  All programs, their contents and their images remain the property of The 
Workshops Rail Museum or other therein acknowledged sources, and normal copyright laws apply. 
 
This program ©The Workshops Rail Museum 2005 
 
 
For further information and enquiries:  
Phone:  07 3432 5100 
Fax:  07 3432 5114 
Email:  bookings@theworkshops.qm.qld.gov.au 
Web Site:  www.theworkshops.qm.qld.gov.au 
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Purpose and Overview: 

 
These notes are provided to give teachers an understanding of the nature and ethos of The Workshops Rail Museum. 
They allow teachers to assess the Museum and help in deciding the focus of a school visit.  The information is 
interpretive, drawing attention to the range of displays and their respective meanings.   
 
It would be advantageous if teachers could use these notes to give students a synopsis of their visit prior to arriving at 
the Museum.  
 
As you walk through the Museum with your group, encourage the students to look carefully at everything around them. 
You may need to point things out to them that are not at their eye level – eg. high objects such as cranes, or low objects 
such as what is underneath locomotives and rolling stock. 
 
Try to answer their questions as best you can – make use of the information on the interpretive panels near the displays, 
or ask one of the Visitor Service Officers if you are not sure.  
 
Ask the children questions that will make them think – eg. what, why, how, where and when questions:  
 

• What do you think the driver did with that equipment?  
 

• Why is the crane so big?  
 

• How many sheep do you think that wagon would hold? 
 

• Where did track workers live when they were working away from home? 
 

• When was locomotive A10 No. 6 built? 
 
It is strongly suggested that students are broken into groups, appropriate to the number of supervising adults, before 
arriving at the Museum. 
 
Stress to the children before the visit and at the Museum immediately prior to commencing your visit that there will be 
others at the Museum, possibly including other school or adult groups and that they need to be considerate of their 
needs and be well behaved.  
 
As each group moves through each area, encourage the children to move fairly slowly and talk about the objects they 
see.  The children will probably want to rush ahead to see what’s up further – if you let them do this they will miss out on 
many of the smaller items that can have as much impact as larger items. 
 
Anticipate spending about ten minutes in each area. Try to keep to this time frame, otherwise you may not complete your 
planned tasks. 
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Zones 1 and 2 
Timekeepers’ Building and Grounds: 

 
 
In this area you might like to look at and talk about: 
 

• The artwork titled ‘Marker’ by the artist Brad Nunn. It is located on the right side of the 
plaza and is recognized by the stainless steel that was used to create it. 

• Use the opportunity to elaborate upon what the artwork conveys, as well as the 
significance of the men in the photo. 

• Relate the workers time discs to a roll call if the students have experienced this. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Zone 3 
Moving Goods: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoy a close up look at a mixed goods train.  In this area you might like to look at and talk about: 
 

• The video; 

• Items in the cabinet; 

• The outside of the train – wheels, track, colours – encourage younger children to make steam whistle noises and 
wheel turning actions etc; 

• Inside the locomotive – firebox, where the coal is burned; 

• The crane used to lift objects into and out of wagons; 

• The wagon used for sheep or pigs – encourage younger children to join in with animal noises and actions; 

• The wagon with timber – what might be made with this timber? 

• The passenger carriage (van) – go into the guard’s compartment and have a look around; 

• Can you see where the letters went? 

• Lift up the seats and check out the storage areas; 

• There is a stretcher attached to the ceiling – what might it have been used for? 

• Ask the children to discover the small compartment where dogs were carried. (It looks a bit like a cage at the very 
end of the wagon.) 

• On the other side of the platform are a petrol tanker, a coal hopper and a covered wagon. 

• That is real coal in the coal hopper. 
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Zone 4 
Diesel Revolution: 

 
Large and powerful diesel electric locomotives are the backbone of railways 
throughout the world.  Look inside a diesel electric locomotive and discover how 
it works and how to drive it. 
 
In this area you might like to look at and talk about: 
 

• The numbers on the locomotives – what are they for? 

• Change the destination of the train by turning the handle on the front right 
side of the loco; 

• Look at the parts inside the motor and the information on the interpretive 
panels; 

• Go into the driver simulation area – let each child drive the train; 

• In the simulation area, look at the sink, hotplates, windscreen wipers, seats that rotate and the instruments. 

 

Zone 5 
All Aboard: 

 
In this area you may like to look at and talk about: 
 

• The outside of the train – how does it look different from a modern 
train? 

• How old the locomotive is – constructed in 1865 and still operating; 

• Watch the video; 

• Look at the model steam engine in the cabinet; 

• Look in through the back of the carriage. 

 

 

Zone 6 
Model Railway: 

 
• The model represents a selection of railway lines in Queensland.         

• Find different things on the model such as boats loading coal (to reinforce 
what they have seen in Moving Goods), tunnels, bridges, the soccer match 
and so on. 

• Point out that the images on the screens are cameras attached to the 
model trains and encourage them to push the different buttons gently to 
change the screens. 

• Ask the children about train rides they have been on in Queensland and 
their experiences. 

• Speak to the operator to find out more about the model. 

 

Zone 7 
Ipswich Railway Workshops: 

 
This display focuses on the workers and their work at the Ipswich Railway Workshops. 
 

• Assist the students to appreciate the large number of occupations at the Ipswich Workshops. 

• Help them to locate other railway workshops in Queensland, as well as places where minor 
maintenance was carried out. 

• Observe the range of tradesmen’s tools on display. 

• There are several builder’s plates on display.  What is a builder’s plate? 
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Zone 8 
Rail in Queensland: 

 
Here we see Queensland’s railways in perspective – the history, how World 
Wars 1 and 2 affected operations, the way we used to travel, the story of 
Australia’s different railway gauges, and railway safety systems.  We see 
how railway workers dressed and some of the equipment they used. 
 

• Sit and view the video about our rail gauges. 

• Check and discuss the visual time line of the development of rail in 
Queensland. 

• Talk about the different uniforms worn. 

• Point out and look inside the wooden suburban carriage – these were 
used on the Brisbane suburban system from 1912 into the 1980s. 

   

Zone 9 
Platform 9: 

 
In this area you might like to look at and talk about: 
 

• The items on the platform, such as the suitcase; 

• Who might have used this train; 

• Information on the platform; 

• Inside ALF (the Refreshment Car) – talk about the leather seats, fans, 
food area, windows, shutters; 

• Talk about the materials used – wood, metal, leather (no plastic or 
fibreglass – why?). 

 
 

Zone 10 
Nippers’ Railway: 

 
 
The youngest person working in a railway track gang was often referred to as 
a ‘Nipper’. 
 
This zone is the dedicated children’s play area. You may wish to allow the 
children to explore and discover the zone for themselves, under your 
supervision.  
 
Paper, coloured pens, costumes, books etc are freely available for children 
who wish to be creative. 

 
 

Zone 11 
Might and Muscle: 

 
Railway construction is heavy work.  On display are some of the tools and 
equipment used by track construction gangs in the past. 
 

• Listen to the story told by Arthur Harris about his bondwood hut. 

• Talk to the children about the lifestyle of railway workers in times gone by. 

• Discuss the items inside the hut and ask children to talk about them. 

• Look at the track construction setup. 

• Lead children to appreciate that track workers needed to be fit to use the 
heavy tools and lift rails and sleepers. 

• Compare the setup with the images on the wall showing modern railway 
construction. 
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Zone 12 
One of a Kind: 

 
There are two items in this display – the vice-regal carriage (built 1903) and an old Panhard rail motor (built 1918). 

 

• Discuss the age of each item and the condition each is in. 

• Where were they built? 

• Look inside the vice-regal carriage – observe the furniture and fittings. 

• Compare the way people travelled in this carriage to the way ordinary 
passengers travelled. 

• Discuss what it would be like travelling in the rail motor in a variety of conditions 
– eg wet, windy, hot, cold or a combination of these. 

• Ask the children to describe a journey in the Panhard in the era that it was 
operating. 

 

Zone 13 
Rail Today: 

 
Although road and air transport have made severe inroads into rail transport, 
rail is making a comeback in a number of ways. 
 

• Look at the videos. 

• Discuss the advantages of rail transport in heavy haul – eg mining, 
containers. 

• Is the Maglev a serious competitor for passenger traffic over air and road? 

• Lead the students to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of very 
high speed trains. 

 
 

Zone 14 
Other Railways: 

 
Queensland’s railways included not only the Queensland Rail network, but also 
a number of other systems.  These included the huge sugar cane railway 
610mm gauge system, timber tramways, underground mine systems, as well as 
railways carrying passengers and goods to small communities not served by the 
main network. 
 

• Talk about the sugar cane locomotive, FLASH. 

• How might FLASH have been named? 

• Discuss the manual cutting of sugar cane. 

• How was the cut sugar cane stacked on the wagons? 

• How is cane cut today? 

• How is sugar cane transported to sugar mills today? 

• Describe the differences between the sugar cane trains used today and those used in the past. 
 

Zone 15 
Boiler Shop Gallery: 

 
 
 
 
 
This zone features temporary exhibitions. You may wish to enter the gallery to discover what is 
currently on show. 
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Zone 16 
Museum Collections and Storage and Heritage Rollingstock: 

 
As you pass through this area, look through the windows and you will 
see the some of the Museum’s objects and archival collection. 
 
In this area you might like to look at and talk about: 
 

• Many of these items have to be kept in controlled conditions – eg 
air conditioned storerooms with temperature and humidity set at 
varying levels according to the items stored – ask the children 
why they think this is done; 

• Why do Museums exist? 

• Have they been to other Museums and seen different collections; 

• How the QR workers restore heritage locomotives, carriages and 
wagons; 

• How this very old section of the workshops has been modified for 
Museum use; 

• Look through the gates at the workmen – talk about the tools and machines they are using; 

• The tracks in the ground; 

• Look at the information on the interpretive panels; 

• The red camp wagon – built in 1968 – used by workmen as accommodation when the railway workers were working 
away from home.  Inside you can see a fridge, cupboards, a stove – there would have been camp stretchers at each 
end.  Two men would have lived in this particular wagon.  Some camp wagons accommodated six men.  Water was 
stored in large black tanks underneath the wagon. 

• Stainless steel suburban carriage – used regularly until recent years, some still used on special occasions.  Look at 
the seats, windows, colours, use of plastics and fibreglass. 

 

 

Zone 17 
Assembly Area for QR Workshops Tours: 

 
The assembly area for the QR workshops tours is adjacent to the brick building 
first used in January 1902.  For over sixty years it was the foundry where a very 
large range of parts for locomotives, rolling stock and infrastructure was cast. 
 
Casting was done in iron, brass and aluminium using wooden patterns made by 
highly skilled pattern makers. 
 
In 1965, the foundry was moved to the QR Redbank workshops, and this building 
became the bogie shop until the late 1990s.  It is now part of the Museum 
precinct, awaiting restoration prior to full time use. 

 
 
 
 


